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AN ACT TO INCLUDE INSTRUCTION IN THE SCHOOL HEALTH EDUCATION 
PROGRAM ON THE PREVENTABLE CAUSES OF PRETERM BIRTH, INCLUDING 
INDUCED ABORTION AS A CAUSE OF PRETERM BIRTH IN SUBSEQUENT 
PREGNANCIES, AND TO PROVIDE SUCH INFORMATION TO CHARTER, 
NONPUBLIC, AND HOME SCHOOL STUDENTS.  

 
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 
 

SECTION 1.  G.S. 115C-81(e1)(4) reads as rewritten: 
"(4) Each local school administrative unit shall provide a reproductive health and 

safety education program commencing in the seventh grade that includes the 
following instruction: 
a. Teaches that abstinence from sexual activity outside of marriage is 

the expected standard for all school-age children. 
b. Presents techniques and strategies to deal with peer pressure and 

offering positive reinforcement. 
c. Presents reasons, skills, and strategies for remaining or becoming 

abstinent from sexual activity. 
d. Teaches that abstinence from sexual activity is the only certain 

means of avoiding out-of-wedlock pregnancy, sexually transmitted 
diseases when transmitted through sexual contact, including 
HIV/AIDS, and other associated health and emotional problems. 

e. Teaches that a mutually faithful monogamous heterosexual 
relationship in the context of marriage is the best lifelong means of 
avoiding sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS. 

f. Teaches the positive benefits of abstinence until marriage and the 
risks of premarital sexual activity. 

g. Provides opportunities that allow for interaction between the parent 
or legal guardian and the student. 

h. Provides factually accurate biological or pathological information 
that is related to the human reproductive system. 

i. Teaches about the preventable risks for preterm birth in subsequent 
pregnancies, including induced abortion, smoking, alcohol 
consumption, the use of illicit drugs, and inadequate prenatal care. 

Materials used in this instruction shall be age appropriate for use with 
students. Information conveyed during the instruction shall be objective and 
based upon scientific research that is peer reviewed and accepted by 
professionals and credentialed experts in the field of sexual health 
education." 

SECTION 1.1.  G.S. 115C-238.29F(a) reads as rewritten: 
"(a) Health and Safety Standards. – A charter school shall meet the same health and 

safety requirements required of a local school administrative unit. The Department of Public 
Instruction shall ensure that charter schools provide parents and guardians with information 
about meningococcal meningitis and influenza and their vaccines at the beginning of every 
school year. This information shall include the causes, symptoms, and how meningococcal 
meningitis and influenza are spread and the places where parents and guardians may obtain 
additional information and vaccinations for their children. 
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The Department of Public Instruction shall also ensure that charter schools provide parents 
and guardians with information about cervical cancer, cervical dysplasia, human 
papillomavirus, and the vaccines available to prevent these diseases. This information shall be 
provided at the beginning of the school year to parents of children entering grades five 
thoughthrough 12. This information shall include the causes and symptoms of these diseases, 
how they are transmitted, how they may be prevented by vaccination, including the benefits 
and possible side effects of vaccination, and the places where parents and guardians may obtain 
additional information and vaccinations for their children. 

The Department of Public Instruction shall also ensure that charter schools provide students 
in grades seven through 12 with information annually on the preventable risks for preterm birth 
in subsequent pregnancies, including induced abortion, smoking, alcohol consumption, the use 
of illicit drugs, and inadequate prenatal care. 

The Department of Public Instruction shall also ensure that charter schools provide students 
in grades nine through 12 with information annually on the manner in which a parent may 
lawfully abandon a newborn baby with a responsible person, in accordance with G.S. 7B-500. 

The Department of Public Instruction shall also ensure that the guidelines for individual 
diabetes care plans adopted by the State Board of Education under G.S. 115C-12(31) are 
implemented in charter schools in which students with diabetes are enrolled and that charter 
schools otherwise comply with the provisions of G.S. 115C-375.3." 

SECTION 1.2.  G.S. 115C-548 reads as rewritten: 
"§ 115C-548.  Attendance; health and safety regulations. 

Each private church school or school of religious charter shall make, and maintain annual 
attendance and disease immunization records for each pupil enrolled and regularly attending 
classes. Attendance by a child at any school to which this Part relates and which complies with 
this Part shall satisfy the requirements of compulsory school attendance so long as the school 
operates on a regular schedule, excluding reasonable holidays and vacations, during at least 
nine calendar months of the year. Each school shall be subject to reasonable fire, health and 
safety inspections by State, county and municipal authorities as required by law. 

The Division of Nonpublic Education, Department of Administration, shall ensure that 
materials are provided to these schools so that they can provide parents and guardians with 
information about meningococcal meningitis and influenza and their vaccines at the beginning 
of every school year. This information may be provided electronically or on the Division's Web 
page. This information shall include the causes, symptoms, and how meningococcal meningitis 
and influenza are spread and the places where parents and guardians may obtain additional 
information and vaccinations for their children. 

The Division of Nonpublic Education, Department of Administration, shall also ensure that 
materials are provided to these schools so that they can provide parents and guardians with 
information about cervical cancer, cervical dysplasia, human papillomavirus, and the vaccines 
available to prevent these diseases. This information may be provided electronically or on the 
Division's Web page. This information shall include the causes and symptoms of these 
diseases, how they are transmitted, how they may be prevented by vaccination, including the 
benefits and possible side effects of vaccination, and the places where parents and guardians 
may obtain additional information and vaccinations for their children. 

The Division of Nonpublic Education, Department of Administration, shall also ensure that 
information is available to these schools so that they can provide information annually on the 
preventable risks for preterm birth in subsequent pregnancies, including induced abortion, 
smoking, alcohol consumption, the use of illicit drugs, and inadequate prenatal care. 

The Division of Nonpublic Education, Department of Administration, shall also ensure that 
information is available to these schools so that they can provide information on the manner in 
which a parent may lawfully abandon a newborn baby with a responsible person, in accordance 
with G.S. 7B-500." 

SECTION 1.3.  G.S. 115C-556 reads as rewritten: 
"§ 115C-556.  Attendance; health and safety regulations. 

Each qualified nonpublic school shall make, and maintain annual attendance and disease 
immunization records for each pupil enrolled and regularly attending classes. Attendance by a 
child at any school to which this Part relates and which complies with this Part shall satisfy the 
requirements of compulsory school attendance so long as the school operates on a regular 
schedule, excluding reasonable holidays and vacations, during at least nine calendar months of 
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the year. Each school shall be subject to reasonable fire, health and safety inspections by State, 
county and municipal authorities as required by law. 

The Division of Nonpublic Education, Department of Administration, shall ensure that 
materials are provided to each qualified nonpublic school so that the school can provide parents 
and guardians with information about meningococcal meningitis and influenza and their 
vaccines at the beginning of every school year. This information may be provided 
electronically or on the Division's Web page. This information shall include the causes, 
symptoms, and how meningococcal meningitis and influenza are spread and the places where 
parents and guardians may obtain additional information and vaccinations for their children. 

The Division of Nonpublic Education, Department of Administration, shall also ensure that 
materials are provided to each qualified nonpublic school so that the school can provide parents 
and guardians with information about cervical cancer, cervical dysplasia, human 
papillomavirus, and the vaccines available to prevent these diseases. This information may be 
provided electronically or on the Division's Web page. This information shall include the 
causes and symptoms of these diseases, how they are transmitted, how they may be prevented 
by vaccination, including the benefits and possible side effects of vaccination, and the places 
where parents and guardians may obtain additional information and vaccinations for their 
children. 

The Division of Nonpublic Education, Department of Administration, shall also ensure that 
information is available to each qualified nonpublic school so that the school can provide 
information annually on the preventable risks for preterm birth in subsequent pregnancies, 
including induced abortion, smoking, alcohol consumption, the use of illicit drugs, and 
inadequate prenatal care. 

The Division of Nonpublic Education, Department of Administration, shall also ensure that 
information is available to each qualified nonpublic school so that the school can provide 
information on the manner in which a parent may lawfully abandon a newborn baby with a 
responsible person, in accordance with G.S. 7B-500." 

SECTION 1.4.  G.S. 115C-565 reads as rewritten: 
"§ 115C-565.  Requirements exclusive. 

No school which complies with this Part shall be subject to any other provision of law 
relating to education except requirements of law respecting immunization. The Division of 
Nonpublic Education, Department of Administration, shall provide to home schools 
information about meningococcal meningitis and influenza and their vaccines. This information 
may be provided electronically or on the Division's Web page. The information shall include 
the causes, symptoms, and how meningococcal meningitis and influenza are spread and the 
places where parents and guardians may obtain additional information and vaccinations for 
their children. 

The Division of Nonpublic Education, Department of Administration, shall also provide to 
home schools information about cervical cancer, cervical dysplasia, human papillomavirus, and 
the vaccines available to prevent these diseases. This information may be provided 
electronically or on the Division's Web page. This information shall include the causes and 
symptoms of these diseases, how they are transmitted, how they may be prevented by 
vaccination, including the benefits and possible side effects of vaccination, and the places 
where parents and guardians may obtain additional information and vaccinations for their 
children. 

The Division of Nonpublic Education, Department of Administration, shall also provide to 
home schools information on the preventable risks for preterm birth in subsequent pregnancies, 
including induced abortion, smoking, alcohol consumption, the use of illicit drugs, and 
inadequate prenatal care. This information may be provided electronically or on the Division's 
Web page. 

The Division of Nonpublic Education, Department of Administration, shall also provide to 
home schools information on the manner in which a parent may lawfully abandon a newborn 
baby with a responsible person, in accordance with G.S. 7B-500. This information may be 
provided electronically or on the Division's Web page." 

SECTION 2.  To facilitate the implementation of this act, within 60 days of this act 
becoming effective and annually thereafter, the Department of Health and Human Services, 
Division of Public Health, shall provide to the Department of Public Instruction and the 
Division of Nonpublic Education, Department of Administration, sample educational materials 
with the most current information available about the preventable risks for preterm birth in 
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subsequent pregnancies, including induced abortion, smoking, alcohol consumption, the use of 
illicit drugs, and inadequate prenatal care. 

SECTION 3.  This act is effective when it becomes law and applies beginning with 
the 2013-2014 school year.  

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified this the 9
th

 day of July, 2013. 
 
 
 s/  Daniel J. Forest 
  President of the Senate 
 
 
 s/  Thom Tillis 
  Speaker of the House of Representatives 
 
 
 
 
 _____________________________________ 
   Pat McCrory 
  Governor 
 
 
Approved __________.m. this ______________ day of ___________________, 2013 


