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CHAPTER 473 

HOUSE BILL 455 

 

AN ACT TO REVISE AND REORGANIZE THE CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF 

CHAPEL HILL. 

 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 

 

Section 1. The Charter of the Town of Chapel Hill is hereby revised and 

reorganized to read as follows: 

"Chapter I. Organization and Powers. 

"Sec.1.1. Incorporation and corporate powers. The Town of Chapel Hill shall 

continue to be a body politic and corporate by the name of 'Town of Chapel Hill'. Under 

that name, the Town shall continue to be vested with all of the property and rights of 

property which now belong to the corporation; shall have perpetual succession; may sue 

and be sued; may contract and be contracted with; may acquire and hold such property, 

real and personal, as may be devised, bequeathed, sold or in any manner conveyed or 

dedicated to or otherwise acquired by it, and from time to time may hold or invest, sell, 

or dispose of the same; may have a common seal and alter and renew the same at will 

and shall have and may exercise in conformity with this Charter all municipal powers, 

functions, rights, privileges and immunities of every name and nature whatsoever. 

"Sec. 1.2. Exercise of power. All powers, functions, rights, privileges and 

immunities of the Town, its officers, agencies, or employees, shall be carried into 

execution as provided by this Charter. If this Charter makes no provision, such powers, 

functions, rights, privileges and immunities shall be carried into execution as provided 

by ordinance or resolution of the Board of Aldermen and as provided by the pertinent 

general laws of the State. 

"Sec. 1.3. Town limits. The boundaries of the Town shall be those existing at the 

time of the adoption of this Charter, with such alterations as may be made from time to 

time in the manner provided by law. 

"Sec. 1.4. Incorporation of amendments. (a)  As soon as possible after the 

adjournment of each General Assembly, the town attorney shall present to the Board of 

Aldermen copies of all local laws relating to the property, affairs and government of the 

Town of Chapel Hill that were enacted by such General Assembly, whether or not in 

terms amending this Charter, which he recommends be incorporated into this Charter. 

Such recommendations may include suggestions for renumbering or rearranging the 

provisions of such laws, for providing titles and catch lines, and for such other changes 

in arrangement and form that do not change the law as may be thought necessary to 

implement the purposes of this section. 
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(b) After considering the recommendations of the town attorney, the Board of 

Aldermen may provide for the incorporation of such laws into this Charter. 

(c) The purpose of this section is to enable the Town to maintain at all times a 

current and accurate town charter, organized in clear and orderly fashion, and 

embracing all local laws relating to the property, affairs and government of the Town. 

"Chapter II. Election Procedures. 

"Sec. 2.1. Election and terms of aldermen and a mayor. (a)  The voters of the Town 

shall elect in nonpartisan elections voting at large eight aldermen and a mayor; 

(b) The aldermen shall be elected for staggered terms of four years each, four 

aldermen to be elected at each biennial election. In addition, at the first biennial election 

following the ratification of this Charter, a fifth alderman shall be elected for a two-year 

term only in order to increase the number of aldermen from six to eight and at such 

election the candidate receiving the fifth highest number of votes for alderman is elected 

to the two-year term. 

(c) The mayor shall be elected at alternate biennial elections for a term of four 

years subject to the provisions of Section 2.4 of this Charter. No person shall be eligible 

to be elected to mayor for more than two successive four-year terms. 

"Sec. 2.2. Absentee voting. The provisions of Articles 20 and 21 of Chapter 163 of 

the General Statutes of North Carolina shall apply to all voting in each municipal 

election and referendum held within the Town, except that the Orange County Board of 

Elections may provide a later date for the first meeting under G.S. 163-230 and the first 

day for voting under G.S. 163-227.2(b). 

"Sec. 2.3. Qualifications of elected officials. (a)  To be eligible to be elected as 

mayor or alderman or to serve in any of said offices, a person shall be a qualified voter 

and resident of the Town. 

(b) No member of the governing body may be appointed to any other paid 

position in the town government, however, when a vacancy exists or shall occur in the 

office of mayor, an alderman shall not be debarred from selection as mayor. 

"Sec. 2.4. Vacancies in elected offices. If any elected town officer shall fail or refuse 

to be qualified, or if there is a vacancy in any elective town office after qualification, or 

if the holder of any such officer be unable to discharge the duties of the office, the 

Board of Aldermen shall choose some person to fill the vacancy as provided by law. A 

vacancy occurring in the office of mayor which occurs during the first 20 months of a 

mayor's term shall be filled by Board appointment only until the next general municipal 

election, at which time a mayor shall be elected to a term of four years. 

"Chapter III. Mayor and Board of Aldermen. 

"Sec. 3.1. Composition of governing body. The governing body of the Town of 

Chapel Hill shall consist of a mayor and an eight-member Board of Aldermen increased 

from six following the 1975 general municipal election. The Board of Aldermen shall 

constitute the legislative body of the Town. 

"Sec. 3.2. Business at organizational meeting. The organizational meeting of the 

Board of Aldermen shall be the first regular meeting in December following the date of 

the general municipal election. The newly elected members may take the oath of office 

at the organizational meeting, or if unable to attend, at a subsequent meeting. At the 
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organizational meeting the Board shall choose from its members a mayor pro tem who 

shall hold office for a term of two years, and shall appoint a town attorney, town clerk, 

and tax collector. The organization of the Board shall take place notwithstanding the 

absence of death or refusal to serve or nonelection of one or more members, provided 

that at least five of the persons entitled to be members are present and (if necessary) 

take oath. 

"Sec. 3.3. Regular, special, and emergency meetings. (a)  The Board of Aldermen 

shall fix suitable times for its regular meetings. The mayor, the mayor pro tem, or any 

two members of the Board may at any time call a special meeting by signing a written 

notice stating the time and place of the meeting, which notice shall be delivered to each 

member or left at the usual dwelling place of such member at least six hours before the 

meeting. Meetings of the Board may also be held at any time when all members of the 

Board are present and consent thereto or when those not present have signed written 

waiver of notice. Except as otherwise provided by law, any business may be transacted 

at a special meeting that might be transacted at a regular meeting. 

(b) Except where otherwise specifically provided by this Charter, the Board of 

Aldermen shall have authority to determine the time and place of Board meetings, to 

make such provisions as it may deem wise relative to regular, special, adjourned and 

continued meetings, to adopt rules of procedure, and generally to regulate the time, 

place, manner and method of the exercise of its powers. No ordinance, resolution, rule 

or directive may be adopted, amended or repealed, however, except in a public meeting. 

All meetings of the Board shall be held at the municipal building, unless the Board 

otherwise provides. In the event the Board is authorized or required by law to hold a 

joint meeting with the governing body of another municipality or political subdivision 

of the State of North Carolina, it may at its election meet with the other governing body 

at a designated place within the area subject to the jurisdiction of either governing body. 

(c) The mayor, mayor pro tem, or two members of the Board of Aldermen may 

call a meeting to deal with an emergency. The notice provisions of this section shall not 

apply to a meeting called to deal with such emergency. 

"Sec. 3.4. Quorum; votes. (a)  A majority of the members of the Board of Aldermen 

shall constitute a quorum to do business. 

(b) No member shall be excused from voting except upon matters involving the 

consideration of the member's official conduct or financial interest. In all other cases a 

failure to vote by a member who is present or who, having been present has withdrawn 

from the meeting without being excused, shall be deemed an affirmative vote and shall 

be so recorded. A member who has withdrawn from a meeting without being excused 

shall be counted as present for purposes of determining whether or not a quorum is 

present. 

"Sec. 3.5. General powers of Board of Aldermen. (a)  The government of the Town 

and the general management of the Town shall be vested in the Board of Aldermen, 

except that the town manager shall have the powers hereinafter specified. 

(b) In addition to other powers conferred upon it, by law, the Board of Aldermen 

may adopt and provide for the execution of such ordinances, rules and regulations, not 

inconsistent with this Charter, as may be necessary or appropriate to protect health, life 
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or property, or to preserve or promote the comfort, convenience, security, good order, 

better government or general welfare of the Town or its inhabitants; may enforce the 

same by imposing penalties on such as violate them; and may compel the performance 

of the duties imposed upon others, by suitable penalties. 

"Sec. 3.6. Powers and duties of mayor. (a)  The powers and duties of the mayor shall 

be those conferred by this Charter or by general law, together with such others as may 

be conferred by the Board of Aldermen pursuant to law. 

(b) The mayor shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Aldermen, but shall 

have the right to vote only in the case of a tie where one half of the members of the 

Board of Aldermen have voted in the affirmative and one half in the negative. The 

mayor shall be recognized as the official head of the Town by the courts for the purpose 

of serving civil processes, and by the public for all ceremonial purposes, and shall have 

the power to administer oaths. The mayor is the principal representative of the Board of 

Aldermen in relationships with the federal, State, and other local governments. 

"Sec. 3.7. Mayor pro tem. During the disability of the mayor or while absent from 

the Town, the functions of the office shall devolve upon the mayor pro tem. The mayor 

pro tem shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Aldermen in the absence of the 

mayor. An alderman serving as mayor pro tem shall be entitled to vote on all matters, 

and shall be considered an alderman for all purposes (including the determination of 

whether a quorum is present). 

"Sec. 3.8. Applicable general laws. Except as otherwise herein provided, the 

adoption, amendment, repeal, pleading and proving of ordinances shall be governed by 

provisions of general laws applying to cities. 

"Sec. 3.9. Adoption of ordinances and resolutions. The affirmative vote of at least 

one half of the members of the Board of Aldermen shall be necessary to adopt any 

ordinance or resolution. 

"Sec. 3.10. Code or compilation of ordinances; proving of ordinances. (a)  The 

Board of Aldermen may adopt and provide for the issuance and distribution of a 

codification or compilation of the town ordinances. Any such code or compilation may 

consist of two separate parts, the 'General Ordinances' and the 'Technical Ordinances'. 

The technical ordinances may be published in sections and may include ordinances 

regarding the construction of buildings, the installation of plumbing or electric wiring or 

gas or oil appliances or equipment, and use of the public sewerage system, the zoning 

ordinance, the privilege license tax ordinance, and other technical ordinances designated 

as such by the Board. The Board may provide for the omission from the code or 

compilation of designated classes of ordinances which, in its judgment, need not be 

included because of their limited interest or transitory nature. 

(b) Any of the following shall be admitted in evidence in all courts and shall have 

the same force and effect as would an original ordinance: 

(1) An official code or compilation of ordinances which: 

(i) sets forth the ordinances in question; 

(ii) is reproduced by the process of printing, mimeographing, 

photoduplication, or similar process; 
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(iii) is issued as a securely bound book or books with or without periodic, 

separately bound supplements; and 

(iv) is certified by the town clerk, both as to the original volume or 

volumes and the supplements, as having been adopted by the 

governing board. 

(2) An official code or compilation of ordinances which meets the requirements 

of items (i) and (ii) or paragraph (1), above, but which is issued as a loose-leaf book or 

books and is certified by the clerk as having been prepared and maintained pursuant to 

action by the governing board. 

(3) A photographed, typed or other copy of an ordinance, as set out in the minute 

books of the Board of Aldermen or as set out in an official code or compilation of 

ordinances, certified by the clerk as a true copy. 

"Sec. 3.11. Codification of certain zoning, traffic and related ordinances by 

appropriate entries upon official map books. (a)  The Board of Aldermen may provide 

that any one or more classes of ordinances concerning the matters enumerated in 

subsections (b) and (c) of this section shall be codified by appropriate entries upon 

official map books to be retained permanently in the office of the town clerk. Such 

entries shall be made by or under the direction of some official designated by the Board. 

In conjunction with the introduction of every proposed ordinance concerning any of 

these matters a map of the affected area shall be presented to the Board, but failure to 

present such a map shall not affect the validity of the ordinance. 

(b) The ordinances referred to in subsection (a) include all ordinances 

establishing or amending boundaries of any zoning district under zoning regulations. 

(c) The ordinances referred to in subsection (a) also include all ordinances: 

(i) Designating the location of official traffic-control devices; 

(ii) Designating areas or zones where restrictions, prohibitions or other 

controls are applied with respect to parking, loading, bus stops, and 

taxicab stands; 

(iii) Establishing speed limits; 

(iv) Designating the location of through streets, stop intersections, yield 

right-of-way intersections, waiting lanes, one-way streets and truck 

traffic routes; and 

(v) Establishing restrictions, prohibitions or other controls upon vehicle 

turns at designated locations. 

(d) Photographic copies of any part of such official map, books, certified by the 

clerk, shall be admitted in evidence in all courts and shall have the same effect as would 

the original map book. 

"Chapter IV. Administrative Offices Powers and Procedures. 

"Article 1. General Administration. 

"Sec. 4.1. Offices, positions, departments and other agencies continued by Charter or 

created by Board of Aldermen. (a)  The office of town manager is continued. 

(b) The Board of Aldermen may create, change, abolish, and consolidate offices, 

positions, departments, boards, commissions, and agencies other than those established 

or continued by this Charter or general law. The board, by ordinance, may assign 
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additional functions or duties to offices, positions, departments and agencies established 

or continued by this Charter (and may revise their titles accordingly), but may not 

discontinue or assign elsewhere any functions or duties assigned by this Charter to a 

particular office, position, department or agency. In exercising the powers granted by 

this subsection, the Board in its discretion may proceed without regard to the provisions 

or limitations of existing laws. 

"Sec. 4.2. Town manager: Appointment, qualifications, term, compensation and 

oath. The Board of Aldermen shall appoint a town manager who shall be the 

administrative head of the town government, and shall be responsible for the 

administration of all town departments; and shall be appointed with regard to merit only 

and need not be a resident of the Town when appointed. The town manager shall hold 

office during the pleasure of the Board of Aldermen, and shall receive such 

compensation as it may fix. 

"Sec. 4.3. Town manager: Powers and duties. The town manager shall (1) be the 

administrative head of the town government, and as such, shall be responsible for the 

administration of all town offices, positions and departments, created by or under this 

Charter; (2) see that within the jurisdiction of the Town the laws of the State and the 

ordinances, resolutions and regulations of the Board of Aldermen are faithfully 

executed; (3) attend all meetings of the Board and recommend for adoption such 

measures as shall be deemed expedient; (4) make reports to the Board from time to time 

upon the affairs of the Town, and keep the Board fully advised of the Town's financial 

condition and its future financial needs; and (5) under the control of the Board of 

Aldermen, supervise the work of all department heads, officers and employees of the 

Town, unless otherwise provided in this Charter. 

"Sec. 4.4 through 4.6. Reserved. 

"Article 2. Personnel. 

"Sec. 4.7. Appointment and removal of employees. The town manager, except as 

otherwise provided in this Charter, shall appoint and may suspend and remove all town 

employees and heads of town departments and offices. The manager shall report to the 

Board of Aldermen every such appointment, suspension and removal of a department 

head at the next Board meeting following the appointment, suspension or removal. 

"Sec. 4.8. Appointment and removal of members of boards and commissions. Except 

as otherwise provided by this Charter and notwithstanding any other provision of law, 

the Board of Aldermen shall appoint and may suspend and remove: 

(1) All members of boards and commissions which are created pursuant to this 

Charter, unless the Board of Aldermen provides otherwise. 

(2) All members of boards and commissions who are subject to appointment by 

the Board of Aldermen at the time of adoption of this Charter, unless the Board of 

Aldermen provides otherwise, and 

(3) All members of any town board or commission created pursuant to any law 

enacted after the adoption of this Charter, unless said law provides otherwise. 

"Sec. 4.9. Official bonds. The officers and employees of the Town of Chapel Hill, 

both elective and appointive, shall execute official bonds in amounts and upon terms 

and conditions the Board of Aldermen may require. 
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"Sec. 4.10 through 4.11. Reserved. 

"Article 3. Contracting, Purchasing, and Property Management Procedures. 

"Sec. 4.12. Presumed grant to Town of certain lands. In the absence of any contracts 

with the Town in relation to the lands used or occupied by it for the purpose of streets, 

sidewalks, alleys or other public works of said Town signed by the owner or owners 

thereof, or his agent, it shall be presumed that the said land has been granted to the 

Town by the owner or owners thereof, and the Town shall have good right and title 

thereto, and shall have, hold and enjoy same. Unless the owner or owners of said land, 

or those claiming under them shall make claim or demand, in writing addressed to the 

Board of Aldermen, for compensation within two years next after said land was taken, 

they shall be forever barred from recovering said land or having any compensation 

therefor. Nothing herein contained shall affect the right of persons under disability to 

make a claim until two years after the removal of their disability. 

"Sec. 4.13. Conveyances with covenants of warranty. (a)  The Board of Aldermen is 

hereby authorized to execute and deliver conveyances to any property, whether acquired 

by tax or assessment foreclosure or otherwise, with full covenant of warranty whenever 

in its discretion it is to the best interest of the Town to convey by warranty deed. 

(b) Members of the Board of Aldermen are hereby relieved of any personal or 

individual liability by reason of the execution of any such conveyances with covenants 

of warranty. 

"Sec. 4.14. Quitclaims of Town property. The Town may quitclaim any rights it may 

have in property not needed for public purposes upon report by the town manager and 

adoption of a resolution by the Board of Aldermen, both finding that the property is not 

needed for public purposes and that the interest of the Town has no readily ascertainable 

monetary value. 

"Sec. 4.15. Conveyance to abutting owners of small parcels of land cut off from 

town-owned tracts by street improvements. Whenever in opening, extending or 

widening any street, avenue, alley or public place of the Town a small parcel or tract of 

land is cut off or separated by such work from a larger tract or boundary of land owned 

by the Town, the Board of Aldermen may authorize the town manager to execute and 

deliver in the name of the Town a deed conveying said cut-off or separated parcel or 

tract of land to an abutting or adjoining property owner, or owners in exchange for 

rights-of-way for said street, avenue, alley or public place or in settlement of any 

alleged damages sustained by said abutting or adjoining property owner. All deeds and 

conveyances heretofore or hereafter so executed and delivered shall convey all title and 

interest the Town has in such property notwithstanding no public sale after 

advertisement was, or is hereafter made. 

"Sec. 4.16. Disposal of surplus personal property. In addition to the general powers 

conferred by law, the Board of Aldermen shall have the power and authority to sell, or 

to direct any of its officers or employees to sell, at private sale, without bids or 

advertisements, any personal property owned by the Town having a market value of one 

hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) or less and which has been declared by the Board of 

Aldermen to be surplus property. 

"Chapter V. Regulatory and Planning Functions. 
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"Article 1. General Regulations. 

"Sec. 5.1. Bird sanctuary. (a)  The territory within the corporate limits of the Town 

of Chapel Hill is hereby declared to be a bird sanctuary. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to kill, trap, or otherwise take any bird 

within the corporate limits of the Town of Chapel Hill except English sparrows, crows, 

starlings, pigeons, and domesticated fowls. Any person violating the provisions of this 

section shall be guilty of misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be fined not more 

than fifty dollars ($50.00) or imprisoned not more than 30 days. 

"Sec 5.2. Use and sale of weapons and explosives. The Board of Aldermen may 

prohibit or regulate the firing of guns, pistols, crackers, gunpowder, or other explosive, 

combustible or dangerous materials in the streets, public grounds or elsewhere within 

the Town, and govern the sale thereof. 

"Sec. 5.3. Location of traffic-control devices. (a)  The Board of Aldermen may 

authorize an official to designate the location of any or all official traffic-control 

devices, upon a determination by the officer in each case: 

(1) If such a device is to be installed at a particular location, that its installation is 

necessary in order to control traffic congestion in the interest of public safety; 

(2) If such a device is to be moved or removed from a particular location, that the 

device is no longer required at such location for the control of traffic congestion in the 

interest of public safety. 

An 'official traffic-control device', as used in this section, is a sign, signal, marking, 

or device, including a parking meter, which is intended to regulate vehicular or 

pedestrian traffic. 

(b) Whenever an official traffic-control device is installed, moved or removed 

pursuant to the preceding subsection, such action shall be reported in writing at the next 

regular meeting of the Board of Aldermen. Unless such action is reversed by the Board, 

a notation thereof shall be made in the minutes of the Board, or made by or under the 

direction of the town manager on a map or record book or any combination thereof 

maintained for that purpose. Any such map or record book shall be retained 

permanently in the office of the town clerk and shall be designated, as the case may be, 

as 'Map (on Record Book) of Location of Official Traffic-Control Devices'. Typed, 

photographic or other copies of any part of such map or record book or minute entry, 

certified by the town clerk, shall be admitted in evidence in all courts and shall have the 

same effect as would the original map or record book or minute book. 

(c) For purposes of enforcement, the installation or moving or removing of a 

traffic-control device pursuant to subsection (a) shall take effect immediately when such 

a device is installed, moved or removed. The location of a traffic-control device may be 

proved by the testimony of the official who designated its location in any case where an 

offender is brought to trial before a notation concerning the traffic-control device in 

question has been made pursuant to subsection (b). 

(d) The installation or moving or removing of a traffic-control device pursuant to 

the provisions of this section shall have the force and effect of an ordinance and failure 

to obey any such device shall be punishable as a violation of an ordinance. 
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"Sec. 5.4. Obstruction of alleys. If, in the opinion of the Board of Aldermen, a fire 

hazard is created by the obstruction of private alleys, the Board may adopt regulations 

governing the obstruction of private alleys, either by reason of the parking of motor 

vehicles or otherwise. 

"Sec. 5.5 through 5.7. Reserved. 

"Article 2. Planning, Zoning, and Related Matters. 

"Sec. 5.8. Extraterritorial powers. For the purpose of promoting the orderly growth, 

expansion, and development of the Town of Chapel Hill and the surrounding territory 

hereinafter defined, and for the purpose of promoting the health, safety, morals, and 

general welfare of the citizens of the Town and of the territory and community beyond 

and surrounding the territorial limits of said Town, as hereinafter defined, the Board of 

Aldermen is hereby authorized and empowered to exercise any planning, zoning, 

building regulation, and subdivision-control powers conferred upon the Town and 

vested in the Board by this Charter or any other statute applicable to the Town of 

Chapel Hill and may exercise the powers conferred upon cities by G.S. Chapter 160A, 

Act 19, not only within the corporate limits of the Town of Chapel Hill, but also within 

the territory and community beyond and surrounding such corporate limits as 

hereinafter defined in Section 5.9. Such extraterritorial powers may be exercised to the 

same extent and according to the same procedures as are applicable to the exercise of 

those powers within the corporate limits of the Town of Chapel Hill. Such powers shall 

specifically include, but shall not be limited to, the power to adopt such ordinance and 

regulations as may be considered necessary or expedient by said Board of Aldermen to 

regulate, control and restrict (a) the height, number of stories and size of buildings and 

other structures, (b) the percentage of a lot that may be occupied, (c) the size of yards, 

courts, and other open spaces, (d) the density of population, (e) the location and use of 

buildings, structures, and land for trade, industry, residence, or other purposes, and (f) 

the construction of buildings and of electrical and plumbing systems contained therein. 

"Sec. 5.9. Extraterritorial boundaries. The boundaries of the territory within which 

the governing board may exercise the aforesaid powers shall be as follows: 

Beginning at the point at which Morgan Creek intersects the boundary between 

Orange County and Durham County, and running thence along a straight line generally 

to the point at which U.S. Highway 15-501 intersects the boundary between Orange 

County and Chatham County; running thence generally northeastward along a line 250 

feet east of and parallel to the center line of Smith Level Road to town limits of 

Carrboro; running thence generally east, north with the town limits of Carrboro to the 

center line of the Southern Railway right-of-way; running thence with the center line of 

the Southern Railway right-of-way to its intersection with an imaginary line drawn 

between the intersection of N.C. Highway 54 and Morgan Creek on the west, and the 

intersection of New Hope Creek with the boundary between Orange County and 

Durham County on the east; thence proceeding eastward with said line from its 

intersection with the Southern Railway right-of-way to its western intersection, Lot 17, 

Tax Map 41B, and proceeding thence in a northerly direction along the western property 

line of Lot 17, Tax Map 41B approximately 120 feet to the northwestern corner of said 

lot; thence in a northerly direction along the western property line of Lot 5A, Tax Map 
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25, approximately 740 feet to the northeastern corner of Lot 17C, Tax Map 25; thence 

in a westerly direction along the northern property line of Lot 17C, Tax Map 25 

approximately 190 feet to the southwestern corner of Lot 5, Tax Map 25; thence in a 

northerly direction along the western property line of Lot 5, Tax Map 25, approximately 

800 feet to the southwestern corner of Lot 4, Tax Map 25; thence in an easterly 

direction along the southern property line of Lot 4, Tax Map 25, approximately 510 feet 

to the southeastern corner of Lot 4, Tax Map 25; thence in a northerly direction along 

the western property line of Lot 5, Tax Map 25, approximately 1,325 feet to the 

northwestern property corner of said lot, said corner lying on the southwestern right-of-

way line of S.R. 1733 (Weaver Dairy Road); thence in a southeasterly direction along 

the southwestern right-of-way of S.R. 1733 (Weaver Dairy Road) approximately 2,060 

feet to the northeastern corner of Lot 15, Tax Map 25; thence in a southerly direction, 

along the eastern property line of Lot 15, Tax Map 25, approximately 150 feet to the 

southeastern corner of said lot; thence in a westerly direction, along the southern 

property line of Lot 15, Tax Map 25, approximately 150 feet to the northeastern corner 

of Lot 16, Tax Map 25; thence in a southerly direction, along the eastern property line 

of Lot 16, Tax Map 25, approximately 1,020 feet to its intersection with the N.C. 54, 

Morgan Creek-New Hope Creek and Orange-Durham boundary line; proceeding thence 

eastward to the intersection of New Hope Creek with the boundary between Orange 

County and Durham County; thence generally southward along the boundary between 

Orange County and Durham County to the starting point. 

At such time as may be agreed by the Board of Commissioners of the County of 

Orange and the Board of Aldermen of the Town of Chapel Hill, the boundaries of the 

territory within which the Board of Aldermen may exercise the aforesaid powers, shall 

be extended and include the territory described as follows: 

Beginning at the southern corner of Orange County where its line with Durham 

County intersects its line with Chatham County, thence westerly along the boundary 

line between Orange County and Chatham County, about 4 miles to a point at which 

U.S. Highway 15 and 501 intersect this line; thence in a generally northeasterly 

direction along a straight line to the point where Morgan Creek intersects the boundary 

between Orange County and Durham County; thence southwardly along the boundary 

line between Orange County and Durham County to the point of Beginning. 

"Sec. 5.10. Planning Board. If the Board of Aldermen desires to exercise the powers 

granted by this Article, it shall by ordinance create a planning board whose members 

shall be appointed as follows: Five members shall be appointed by the Board of 

Aldermen and shall be citizens and residents of said Town; five members shall be 

appointed by the Orange County Board of Commissioners and shall be citizens and 

residents of the territory beyond and surrounding the territorial limits of the Town of 

Chapel Hill as defined by this Article. This planning board shall be empowered to 

exercise the powers, duties, and functions of a municipal planning board and of a 

municipal zoning commission, both as defined by law. Members shall be appointed for 

five-year terms and until their respective successors have been appointed and qualified; 

provided that the initial appointees may be appointed to shorter terms of varying 
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duration, to the end that the terms of no more than two members shall expire in any one 

year. 

"Sec. 5.11. Planning Board if jurisdiction enlarged. If the Board of Aldermen desires 

to exercise the powers granted by this Article or by general law, and if the Board of 

Aldermen exercises extraterritorial jurisdiction within both Orange and Durham 

Counties, it shall by ordinance create a planning board whose members shall not be 

appointed as provided in Section 5.10, but shall be appointed as follows: 

Six members shall be appointed by the Board of Aldermen and shall be citizens and 

residents of the Town. Four members shall be appointed by the Orange County Board of 

Commissioners, and shall be citizens and residents of the territory beyond and 

surrounding the territorial limits of the Town of Chapel Hill in Orange County as 

defined in this Article and established under Article 19 of Chapter 160A of the General 

Statutes. 

Two members shall be appointed by the Durham County Board of Commissioners, 

and shall be citizens and residents of the territory beyond and surrounding the territorial 

limits of the Town of Chapel Hill lying within the County of Durham as established 

pursuant to Article 19 of Chapter 160A of the General Statutes. 

This Planning Board shall be empowered to exercise the powers, duties, and 

functions of a municipal planning board as defined in Article 19 of Chapter 160A of the 

General Statutes. Members shall be appointed for five-year terms, or until their 

respective successors have been appointed and qualified, provided that the initial 

appointees may be appointed to shorter terms of varying duration to the end that the 

terms of no more than three members shall expire in any one year. The jurisdiction of 

this Board shall include all of the area defined in Section 5.9 hereof including both the 

territory within the corporate limits of the Town of Chapel Hill and the outside territory 

over which the Chapel Hill Board of Aldermen is granted jurisdiction by this Article, 

and other outside territory lying within Durham or Orange Counties over which the 

Chapel Hill Board of Aldermen is granted jurisdiction by Chapter 767 of the Session 

Laws of 1967, and Chapter 1088, Session Laws of 1969, and Article 19 of Chapter 

160A of the General Statutes. 

"Sec. 5.12. Zoning Board of Adjustment. If the Board of Aldermen should adopt a 

zoning ordinance for the territory beyond the corporate limits of Chapel Hill, as 

authorized by this Article, it shall create a zoning board of adjustment whose members 

shall be appointed as follows: Five members shall be appointed by the Board of 

Aldermen, and shall be citizens and residents of said town; five members shall be 

appointed by the Orange County Board of Commissioners and shall be citizens and 

residents of the territory beyond and surrounding the territorial limits of the Town of 

Chapel Hill, as defined by this Article. Such board of adjustment shall have and exercise 

all of the powers, duties, and functions enumerated in Section 160A-388 of the General 

Statutes. Members shall be appointed for terms of three years and until their respective 

successors have been appointed and qualified; provided that the initial appointees may 

be appointed to shorter terms of varying duration, to the end that the terms of no more 

than four members shall expire in any one year. There shall be a quorum of five 

members for the purpose of hearing cases. The concurring vote of four-fifths of the 
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members present for the hearing of any case shall be necessary in order (a) to reverse 

any order, requirement, decision or determination of any administrative official charged 

with enforcement of the ordinance, or (b) to decide in favor of the applicant any matter 

upon which it is required to pass under any such ordinance, or (c) to effect any variation 

in such ordinance. 

"Sec. 5.13. Zoning Board of Adjustment, if jurisdiction enlarged. If the Board of 

Aldermen should adopt a zoning ordinance for the territory beyond the corporate limits 

of Chapel Hill as authorized by this Article or by general law, and if the Board of 

Aldermen exercises extraterritorial jurisdiction within both Orange and Durham 

Counties, it shall create a zoning board of adjustment whose members shall not be 

appointed as provided in Section 5.12, but shall be appointed as follows: 

Six members shall be appointed by the Board of Aldermen and shall be citizens and 

residents of the town. Four members shall be appointed by the Orange County Board of 

Commissioners, and shall be citizens and residents of the territory beyond and 

surrounding the territorial limits of the Town of Chapel Hill in Orange County as 

defined in this Article and established under Article 19 of Chapter 160A of the General 

Statutes; and 

Two members shall be appointed by the Durham County Board of Commissioners, 

and shall be citizens and residents of the territory beyond and surrounding the territorial 

limits of the Town of Chapel Hill lying within the County of Durham as established 

pursuant to Article 19 of Chapter 160A of the General Statutes. 

Said Board of Adjustment shall have and exercise all of the powers, duties, and 

functions enumerated in Section 160A-388 of General Statutes. Members shall be 

appointed for terms of three years and until their respective successors have been 

appointed and qualified; provided that the initial appointees may be appointed to shorter 

terms of varying duration to the end that the terms of no more than four members shall 

expire in any one year. There shall be a quorum of six members for the purpose of 

hearing cases. The concurring vote of four-fifths of the members present for the hearing 

of any case shall be necessary in order (a) to reverse any order, requirement, decision or 

determination of any administrative official charged with enforcement of the ordinance, 

or (b) to decide in favor of the applicant in any matter upon which it is required to pass 

under any such ordinance, or (c) to affect any variation in such ordinance. 

"Sec. 5.14. Building inspector. The Board of Aldermen may appoint a building 

inspector to enforce in its zoning jurisdiction surrounding the corporate limits of the 

Town any regulations adopted pursuant to this Article. Such inspector may be the same 

as the building inspector serving within such Town limits. 

"Sec. 5.15. Public hearing. The Board of Aldermen shall enact no ordinance or 

ordinances under the provisions of this Article without first holding a public hearing as 

provided in Article 19 of Chapter 160A of the General Statutes. No further public 

hearing with respect to the adoption of such ordinance shall be necessary. 

"Sec. 5.16. Powers supplementary. The powers granted to the Board of Aldermen by 

this Article are intended to be supplementary to any powers which have heretofore been 

granted, or which may hereafter be granted to it under other provisions of law. The 

exercise of the powers granted by this Article shall be within the discretion of the Board 
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of Aldermen. Unless and until the Board exercises these powers, this Article shall have 

no effect upon any existing or future ordinances of the Town of Chapel Hill. The 

adoption of any ordinance under the authority of this Article shall have no effect upon 

any litigation which is pending at the time of such adoption. 

"Sec. 5.17. Severability. If any section, subdivision, clause or provision of this 

Article shall be adjudged invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to such section, 

subdivision, clause or provision to be adjudged, and the remainder of the Article shall 

be deemed valid and effective. 

"Sec. 5.18 through 5.20. Reserved. 

"Article 3. Subdivision Controls. 

"Sec. 5.21. Board of Aldermen as platting authority. The Board of Aldermen is 

hereby authorized to enact an ordinance regulating the platting and recording of any 

subdivision of land as defined by this Article lying within the said municipality or 

within the area defined in Article 2 of this Chapter. 

"Sec. 5.22. Plat approval. Any subdivision ordinance adopted pursuant to this Article 

shall contain provisions setting forth the procedures to be followed in granting or 

denying approval of a subdivision plat prior to its registration. The ordinance may 

provide that final approval of each individual subdivision plat is to be given by (1) the 

Board of Aldermen, (2) the Board of Aldermen on recommendation of the Planning 

Board, or (3) the Planning Board, or a designated planning agency. 

The provisions of Section 373 of Chapter 160A of the General Statutes of North 

Carolina, as amended, shall apply to the recording of said ordinances and plats 

submitted pursuant thereto. 

"Chapter VI. Town Services and Facilities. 

"Article 1. Police and Fire Administration. 

"Sec. 6.1. Powers and duties of chief of police and policemen. The chief of police 

and each member of the police force shall have the powers of peace officers vested in 

the sheriffs and constables for the following purposes: For the purpose of enforcing 

town ordinances and regulations, or preserving the peace of the town, or suppressing 

disturbances and apprehending offenders, and for serving civil process. Such powers 

may be exercised within the corporate limits of the Town, within five miles thereof 

within Orange County, within the limits of the watershed of the Town water supply, and 

upon Town real property wherever located. 

"Sec. 6.2. Powers of firemen on duty during fires. The fire chief and his assistants, 

while on duty during fires, shall have the powers conferred upon police officers by 

Section 6.1 of this Charter, and are authorized to make arrests without warrants for 

interference with or obstructions to their operations. 

"Sec. 6.3 through 6.9. Reserved. 

"Article 2. Streets, Sidewalks and Related Improvements. 

"Sec. 6.10. Street maintenance; sidewalk paving and maintenance. The Board of 

Aldermen may require the owner of or lessee of the land abutting upon any sidewalks to 

repair same at such owner's expense, and to require that the same be kept in good 

passable condition; or it may require the owners of property to pave at their own 

expense, the sidewalks immediately fronting said lot, or upon the failure of the owner 
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after due notice to so pave such sidewalk, such work may be done by the town, and the 

cost thereof assessed against the lot immediately abutting said sidewalk, and such 

assessment shall be a lien against such abutting lot, collectible as and when the taxes for 

the next fiscal year are due. 

"Sec. 6.11. Sidewalk improvements; when petition unnecessary for assessment cost. 

Notwithstanding the other provisions of this Charter or of any other laws, whenever the 

Board of Aldermen shall find by a personal inspection by each member of the Board 

that the public interest requires that a paved sidewalk is necessary by reason of heavy 

pedestrian traffic, or pedestrian safety, it may without petition order the making of such 

sidewalk improvement on one or both sides of such street, and assess the cost thereof 

against the abutting property in the same manner as such assessment would be made 

upon petition. Whenever such improvement is made by authority of this section on only 

one side of a street, assessment may, if in the opinion of the Board of Aldermen the 

abutting property on both sides of said street will be benefited by said improvement, be 

made against said abutting properties on each side of said street in the same manner as 

such assessment would be made if the improvement had been made on both sides. 

Before any order is made requiring such sidewalk improvement under the provisions of 

this section, the Board of Aldermen of the Town of Chapel Hill shall give at least 10 

days' written notice of such proposed action to each owner of property to be assessed at 

a public hearing to be held by the Board of Aldermen for the purpose of considering 

such order at which all persons to be affected by said order shall be given the 

opportunity to be heard. 

In ordering sidewalk improvements without a petition and in assessing the cost 

thereof under authority of this section, the Board of Aldermen shall comply with the 

procedures provided by Article 10, Chapter 160A of the General Statutes, except those 

provisions relating to the petition of property owners and the sufficiency thereof. The 

effect of the acts of levying and confirming assessments under authority of this section 

shall for all purposes be the same as if the assessments were levied and confirmed under 

authority of and pursuant to Article 10, Chapter 160A of the General Statutes. 

"Sec. 6.12 through 6.15. Reserved. 

"Article 3. Water Supply, Sewage and Waste Disposal, and other Utilities. 

"Sec. 6.16. Sewer rentals and assessments. The Board of Aldermen shall have the 

authority to charge and collect a sewer rental or fee on all houses connected with the 

municipal sewer system, and to levy special assessments as is provided by general law, 

which rentals and assessments are hereby declared a lien against the property served and 

the officer charged with the collection of the same shall have the power to collect by 

distress and sale as provided by law for the collection of ad valorem taxes. 

"Sec. 6.17. Extension of sewer system beyond Town limits. (a)  The Board of 

Aldermen is authorized and empowered to extend the sewer system of the Town of 

Chapel Hill outside and beyond the Town limits of the Town so that the residents of the 

territory surrounding the Town may be provided with sewer services. To that end it is 

authorized and empowered to construct sewer systems outside the limits of the Town, 

and to acquire by purchase or gift any sewer system now in existence or hereafter to be 

constructed within the area hereinbefore designated. 
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(b) The Board of Aldermen shall have the authority to charge and collect a sewer 

rental or fee on all houses or dwellings connected with such extension or extensions of 

the sewer system of the Town beyond the limits of the Town, and to levy special 

assessments as is provided by the general law, which rentals and assessments shall be 

deemed, and are hereby declared a lien against the property served, and the officer 

charged with the collection of the same shall have the power to collect by distress and 

sale as provided by law for the collection of ad valorem taxes. 

"Sec. 6.18. Assessment policy of Board of Aldermen. Without regard to the 

limitations stated in Article 10, Chapter 160A of the General Statutes or in any other 

provision of law, the Board of Aldermen acting for the Town may assume such 

proportion of the total cost of local improvements (including street improvements, 

sidewalk improvements, curb and gutter, and water and sewer improvements, or any 

one or more of them) as the Board may from time to time deem appropriate. 

"Sec. 6.19 through 6.20. Reserved. 

"Article 4. Public Transportation Systems. 

"Sec. 6.21. Ownership and operation of a public transportation system. In addition to 

other powers conferred upon it by law and this Charter, the Board of Aldermen is 

authorized and empowered to acquire, establish, operate, maintain or franchise a public 

transportation system for the Town of Chapel Hill and enter into contracts and 

agreements with respect thereto with the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 

and the Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Board of Education to operate such system as it 

deems advisable both within and without the Town limits, and to provide for the 

financing thereof through the expenditure of public funds, the issuance of bonds, notes 

and other evidences of indebtedness as provided by law. 

"Sec. 6.22 through 6.25. Reserved. 

"Article 5. Off-Street Parking Facilities. 

"Sec. 6.26. Off-street parking fund. The Board of Aldermen is hereby authorized in 

its discretion to establish a fund into which payments for the purpose of providing off-

street parking facilities from individual firms, persons, corporations, or property owners, 

shall be deposited, and from which appropriations shall be made exclusively for the 

purpose of organizing, establishing, or enlarging off-street parking facilities within the 

Town." 

Sec. 2. It is the purpose of this act to revise and reorganize the Charter of the 

Town of Chapel Hill, and to omit certain provisions contained in the current Charter 

(Chapter 87 of the Session Laws of 1961, as amended) in order that the provisions of 

general law may control. It is not the intention to repeal, but rather to reenact with or 

without amendments as the case may be, and continue in force without interruption the 

provisions now in force of said Charter, as amended, except those omitted, and all local 

acts not specifically referred to herein, so that all rights and liabilities that have accrued 

are preserved and may be in force. 

Sec. 3. This act shall not be deemed to repeal, modify nor in any manner to 

affect any special act not specifically referred to herein. 

Sec. 4. No law heretofore repealed expressly or by implication, and no law 

granting authority which has been exhausted, shall be revived by: 
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(a) The repeal herein of any act repealing such law, or 

(b) Any provision of this act that disclaims an intention to repeal or affect 

enumerated laws. 

Sec. 5.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this act, all existing Chapel 

Hill ordinances and resolutions and existing rules or regulations of Chapel Hill Town 

departments or agencies in effect at the time of the ratification of this act shall be and 

continue in full force and effect until repealed, amended or modified. 

(b) No action or proceeding of any nature (whether civil or criminal, 

judicial or administrative or otherwise) pending at the effective date of this act by or 

against or before the Town of Chapel Hill or any of its departments or agencies shall be 

abated or otherwise affected by the adoption of this act. 

Sec. 6. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to any person or 

circumstances is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or 

applications of this act which can be given effect without the invalid provision or 

application, and to this end the provisions of this act are declared to be severable. 

Sec. 7. This act shall be in full force and effect from and after its ratification. 

In the General Assembly read three times and ratified, this the 4th day of 

June, 1975. 


